
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD – 11TH January 2026 

        The Baptism of the Lord 
It would be useful for us today to reflect on the meaning of our own baptism 
and how it relates with that of Jesus. 
We often hear a very simplistic description of the effects of the Sacrament of 
Baptism as ‘taking away original sin and making us children of God’. Many, 
especially those baptised as infants, may see it as a one-off ceremony, 
imposed on them by parents to bind them to a way of life in which they have 
no further say. However, if one truly understands the full meaning of our 
baptism, this is unlikely to happen. 
Baptism is not, as is true of all the sacraments, an isolated ritual. It takes 
place in the context of our whole life. Whether we are baptised as children or 
as adults, what primarily is happening is that we become incorporated,    
‘em-bodied’, into the Christian community. 
We become – not passively, but actively – members of the Body of Christ. It 
can never be something imposed on us against our will. That is why, for 
adults, there is now a long process of initiation leading up to Baptism and, 
hopefully a further process of community support after the Baptism has taken 
place. 
We are called to be living witnesses of the Gospel, to be the salt of the earth, 
to be a city on a hill, a candle radiating light in the surrounding darkness. We 
are called, in short, to be united with the others in our Christian community in 
the building up of God’s Kingdom. 
Our baptism is not simply some past event recorded in some dusty parish 
register. It is a living reality which is to be constantly deepened and enriched.                      
 

            Thought for the Day 

Beginning here we glimpse the Three-in-one; The river runs, the clouds are 
torn apart, The Father speaks, the Spirit and the Son Reveal to us the single 
loving heart That beats behind the being of all things and calls and keeps 
and kindles us to light. The dove descends, the spirit soars and sings ‘You 
are beloved, you are my delight!’ In that swift light and life, as water spills 
and streams around the Man like quickening rain, the voice that made the 
universe reveals The God in Man who makes it new again. He calls us too, 
to step into that river, to die and rise and live and love forever. 
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                                             BEREAVEMENTS 

Recently Deceased: John Moore, Columcille. 

Anniversaries: Breda Murray, 41 Castle Avenue; Frances & Patrick Lannon, 

Station Road; James Quinn, Castlecomer; Noreen Walsh, Dangan & deceased 

members of the Walsh family; Tess & Mick Donnelly, Danesrath; Edward & 

Annie Cahill, Smithstown; Margaret Culleton, Smithstown; Josephine & Andrew 

Hoban, Bawnskeha (6.00pm). John Roche, Friars Hill; Noel Dempsey, 

Bawnskeha; Michael Walsh, Friars Hill; Mary & Eddie Fenlon, Bridge House; 

Dick, Mary & Con Moore, Columcille; William Walsh Snr. & Larry Walsh Snr. 

Cappagh; Eddie Walsh, Cappagh & UK; June Prendergast, Los Angeles & Market 

Street (10.00am). 

Next w/e: Kitty Begley, Castle Avenue; Walter Walsh, Grennan House; Margaret 

Davis, Logan Street (6.00pm). Brendan Walsh, Clossgregg (11.00am). 

 

 

 

 


